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James Church. And Rocky Hill has
known no stronger advocate on behalf
of seniors. Grace was a long-time mem-
ber of Rocky Hill Seniors and served as
their President from 1978 to 1980. She
also served on the fundraising commit-
tee for the Senior Center. In fact, she
was named Rocky Hill’s ‘‘Senior of the
Year’’ in 1983.

Grace’s contributions to the commu-
nity are all the more remarkable when
you consider that she and her late hus-
band Tony also raised eight children.

In addition to possessing a commit-
ment to her community, she had a pas-
sion for politics, as evidenced by her
run for mayor. Grace has been active in
local Democratic politics for years, and
I consider myself fortunate to have had
the opportunity to work with her. This
Friday, the Rocky Hill Democratic
Town Committee will bestow upon
Grace their Chairman’s Award in grati-
tude for her work for the party. This
award is well deserved, and I congratu-
late Grace on this honor.

But, as I stated earlier, Grace
Amodeo’s devotion was not to a politi-
cal party, it was to a community. And
thanks to Grace and people like her,
Rocky Hill, Connecticut remains a
tightly knit community with its own
identity. It is a place with a strong
sense of history that people are proud
to call home. I thank Grace for all that
she has done for the people of Connecti-
cut, and I wish her all the best in her
future endeavors.∑
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TRIBUTE TO MATTHEW SHEPARD
AND HIS FAMILY

∑ Mrs. MURRAY. Mr. President, I rise
today to remember a young man who
was wrongly, viciously struck down in
the prime of his life. Matthew Shepard
was an innocent, kind, young man pur-
suing his education and enjoying the
life of a college student. Tragically, he
is now a reminder of what happens
when we do not stand up to hate and
bigotry.

On Monday night in Seattle and Spo-
kane, Washington, hundreds of people
from all walks of life came together to
remember Matthew and to call for ac-
tion to end hate crimes. Many people
in Washington were outraged and
shared in our nation’s sorrow. I was
touched by this response and join with
so many others in expressing my own
deep sense of hopelessness. I know that
this was not just an isolated incident.
Hate crimes are a real threat. We can-
not be silent any longer.

A week ago today, I joined many of
my Colleagues down at the White
House in celebration of the signing of
the Higher Education Reauthorization
Act. I was proud to be there to call at-
tention to the importance of this Act.
I was proud that the legislation in-
creased opportunities for young stu-
dents and improved access to quality
education for all students. I thought
about how important it was for us to be
focused on the needs of young Ameri-
cans and their families striving to
achieve a higher education.

I thought of the many college stu-
dents and high school students I have
met who would benefit from these op-
portunities. I thought about my own
college age children and the opportuni-
ties they would have. I knew this was a
big accomplishment.

Today, my thoughts are with another
young college student who will never
experience the opportunities and im-
provements we worked so hard to
achieve. My thoughts have gone from
improving opportunities to how to pre-
vent the terrible heartache that Mat-
thew Shepard’s family and friends are
now experiencing.

When I first heard of this horrible
crime I immediately felt deep sym-
pathy for Matthew’s parents. How
frightening it must have been for them
to fly half way around the world to be
with their child who was almost unrec-
ognizable because of the violent attack
he suffered. I can’t imagine the pain
they must be experiencing. There are
simply no words that I could offer in
comfort.

I then felt deep sorrow for the com-
munity and the University. To know
that those who committed this violent
and hateful crime are part of their
community must be unbearable. This
community will never be the same.

I now feel sorry for our nation. What
we have lost? A young man with so
much potential. What might Matthew
Shepard have become? We know that
he was interested in political science
and very interested in this field of
study. Could Matthew have become a
U.S. Senator?

I think now that maybe Matthew can
teach us all. We need to use this tragic
and despicable crime to attack hate as
we attack any other disease that kills.
We must treat hate crimes as the dead-
ly threat that they are and do more to
prevent them. Hate is nothing more
than a cancer that needs to be stopped.

S. 1529, Hate Crimes Prevent Act, of-
fers us that opportunity. I am pleased
to have joined with many of my Col-
leagues in cosponsoring this important
legislation. The bill would expand the
definition of a hate crime and improve
prosecution of those who act out their
hate with violence. No one beats a per-
son to death and leaves them to die
without being motivated by a deep
sense of hate. This was no robbery. The
motive was hate.

The immediate response of local law
enforcement officials illustrates why
we need to strengthen federal Hate
Crimes laws and why the Federal Gov-
ernment must take a greater role in
ending this violence.

I urge all of my Colleagues to think
about the many Matthew Shepard, we
have all met. Kind and hard working
young adults. Let us act now to pre-
vent any more senseless violence and
deaths.

It is often said that from tragedy we
can learn. Let us learn from this tragic
event and make a commitment that we
will act on Hate Crimes Prevention leg-
islation. Let our actions serve as a

comfort to Matthew’s parents and the
hundreds of other parents who fear for
their children.

There are so many tragedies that we
cannot prevent. Another senseless, bru-
tal attack like the one experienced by
Matthew is a tragedy that we cannot
prevent. We spend millions of dollars a
year seeking cures for deadly diseases
that strike the young and old. We sim-
ply cannot accept a disease that
strikes without warning and takes the
life of a percious vulnerable child. We
need to treat hate the same. It cannot
and will not be tolerated.∑
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DESECRATION OF THE AMERICAN
FLAG

Mr. THURMOND. Mr. President, I
rise today to express my disappoint-
ment that we will not have the oppor-
tunity to vote before the end of this
session on passage of S.J. Res. 40, the
Constitutional amendment to protect
the flag of the United States.

Recently, the Majority Leader made
a reasonable request for time for de-
bate and then a vote on this amend-
ment. However, the minority unfortu-
nately would not agree. There is not
time for extended debate on this issue
in the last days of this session, but ex-
tended debate should not be necessary.

We have considered this issue in the
Judiciary Committee and on the Sen-
ate Floor many times in the past. In
fact, we have been debating this matter
for almost a decade. I have fought to
achieve Constitutional protection for
the flag ever since the Supreme Court
first legitimized flag burning in the
case of Texas v. Johnson in 1989. We
have held numerous hearings on this in
the Judiciary Committee, most re-
cently this past July.

In our history, the Congress has been
very reluctant to amend the Constitu-
tion, and I agree with this approach.
However, the Constitution provides for
a method of amendment, and there are
a few situations where an amendment
is warranted. This is one of them.

The only real argument against this
amendment is that it interferes with
an absolute interpretation of the free
speech clause of the First Amendment.
However, restrictions on speech al-
ready exist through Constitutional in-
terpretation. In fact, before the Su-
preme Court ruled on this issue in 1989,
the Federal government and the states
believed that flag burning was not Con-
stitutionally-protected speech. The
Federal government and almost every
state had laws prohibiting flag desecra-
tion in 1989.

Mr. President, flag burning is intoler-
able. We have no obligation to permit
this nonsense. Have we focused so
much on the rights of the individual
that we have forgotten the rights of
the people?

During moments of despair and crisis
in our history, our people have turned
to the flag as a symbol of national
unity. It represents our nation, our na-
tional ideals, and our proud heritage. It
is much more than a piece of cloth.
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